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1. THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF AN APRIL 25 STATEMENT 
ISSUED BY ACTING MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MORRISON ON 
THE HANOI, SAIGON CABLES: 

2. QTE. THE TELEGRAMS SENT TO AUSTRALIAN MISSIONS IN SAIGON 
AND HANOI ON APRIL 2, WHICH HAVE NOW BEEN MADE PUBLIC IN THE 
PRESS, ARE POSITIVEPROOF OF THE ACTIVE ROLE WHICH THE AUS 
TRALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS SOUGHT TO PLAY IN BRINGING ABOUT THE 
TERMINATION OF DECADES OF WAR IN VIETNAM. 

3. QTE. THE TELEGRAMS WERE PART OF A SERIES OF STRENUOUS 
EFFORTS WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN MAKING TO PERSUADE 
BOTH SIDES TO BRING ABOUT AN END TO THE FIGHTING. AS WOULD 
BE OBVIOUS FROM ANY OBJECTIVE READING OF THE TELEGRAMS, THE 
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MESSAGES FAVOURED NEITHER SIDE IN THE VIETNAM WAR. 
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4. QTE. THEY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THREE PARTIES, THE REP- 
UBLIC OF VIETNAM, THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, AND THE 
PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM, HAD ROLES TO PLAY IN BRINGING ABOUT A NE- 
GOTIATED PEACE. 

5. QTE POLITICAL COMMENTATORS IN AUSTRALIA HAVE APPARENTLY 
FORGOTTEN THAT THE PRG WAS A PARTICIPANT IN THE TALKS LEAD- 
ING TO THE PARIS AGREEMENT. 

6. QTE THE TELEGRAMS DEMONSTRATE, ABOVE ALL, THAT THE IN 
DEPENDENT POLICIES PURSUED BY THIS GOVERNMENT ENABLED US 
TO UNDERTAKE THESE INITIATIVES. THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT, 
BLINDED BY IDEOLOGICAL SUBSERVIENCE, MADE NO ATTEMPT TO IN- 
FLUENCE THE PARTIES IN VIETNAM TO SEEK A NEGOTIATED SETTLE- 
MENT. 

7. QTE THE L-CP GOVERNMENT SIMPLY BURIED ITS HEAD IN THE 
QUAGMIRE OF VIETNAM AND CLOSED ITS EYES TO ANY POSSIBILITY 
OF PEACE. THEY WERE FIRMLY ATTACHED TO THE PROSPECT THAT 
THE WAR IN VIETNAM WAS INNABLE. 

8. QTE THE OPPOSITION'S SHALLOW CHARGES ARE AS FALSE AS ITS 
CURRENT POSTURE OF HUMANITARIAN CONCERN FOR THE VICTIMS OF 
THE WAR. 

9. QTE. THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS CONSITENTLY DEPLORED 
THE CONTINUATION OF THE WAR AND THE SUFFERING AND LOSS OF 
LIFE IT HAS BROUGHT ABOUT. 

10. QTE AS PART OF OUR ACTIVE DIPLOMACY TO THE END, THE 
PRIME MINISTER WROTE TO PRESIDENT THIEU AND FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTER TRINH (OF THE DRV) ON MARCH 13 URGING THE PARTIES 

TO THE CONFLICT TO RESUME WORKING TOGETHER TOWARDS A PEACE- 
FUL AND ENDURING SETTLEMENT IN VIETNAM. WE AFFIRMED TO 
BOTH SAIGON AND HANOI AT THAT TIME THAT WE ADVOCATED 
THE RESUMPTION OF PEACE TALKS INBOTH SAIGON AND PARIS. 

1 1 . QTE IN THE TELEGRAMS OF APRIL 2, THE PRIME MINISTER 
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STRESSED TO BOTH PARTIES THAT IF THEY OBSERVED THE MILI- 
TARY AND POLITICAL PROVISIONS OF THE PARIS AGREEMENTS 
THERE COULD E AN END TO THE CONFLICT IN VIETNAM WITHOUT 
FURTHER FIGHTING. 

12. QTE. THE INTEREST AND INTENTION OF THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERN- 
MENT THOUGHOUT HAS BEEN TO PROMOTE THE WELFARE OF THE 
PEOPLE OF INDO-CHINA AND THE STABILITY OF SOUTH-EAST ASIA. 
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WE BELIEVE THAT OUR POSITIVE AND INDEPENDENT STANCE IN 
ASIAN DIPLOMACY, AS DEMONSTRATED IN THE TELEGRAMS OF APRIL 2, 

REPRESENTS THE TRUE INTERESTS OF AUSTRALIA BETTER THAN THE 
MYOPIC APPROACH OF THOSE WHO CAN SEE ONLY ONE SIDE TO ANY 
ARGUMENT. END QTE. 
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